Welcome
to Third Grade!

Third grade Is an impartant and exciting
year. bn third grade, students read longer
books, write paragraphs, and do more
complex math. This is also the year that
standardized testing often begins.

Yoar child will leamn a great deal this year, but
third grade is abaut mare than academics.
I third grade, students develop important
social skills. They also become more self-
sufficient, responsible, and independent.

In this guide you will find information that will

hetlp you help your child have & successiul thind
grade year, Included in this guide ane:

* Tips to help your child build his/her reading,
writing, and math skills.
Ways to help your child build important
social skills—and develop the confidence to
handle tougher school demands,

Information on the physical, intellectual, and
emotionsl grawth of third graders.

Your invalvement and support are
key to your child’s success!

Learning in the Third Grade

Reading

In third grade, students go from learning te
read to reading to learn. Students read books,
articles, and poems—and they discuss what
they read with athars.

Ways to Help at Home

* Read magazines and anline articles tagether and
talk about what you both find interesting, funny,
of important.

» Encowrage your child to read independently—and
ask for your child's thoughts and opinions on what
bt s resd.

k Choode & book seried to work through together
(2., Copiodn Underpants, Horrible Hoery, Mogic Tree
Housel, Take turns reading 1o each other.

* Have a 20-minute pericd each night when the entire
Tamily roads,

Writing

Third graders write reports, descriptions, and
stories, They also edit and proofread their work,
which means a lot more grammar rules to
ramambar,

Ways to Help at Home
» Give your child a journal to write about whatever
e fshe wants,

Encaurage your child to read hivther writing aloud
to understand natural breaks and flow,

Hawe your child practice typing on a computer at
harme or at the libran.

Ask your child to write a story or poerm and read
it 10 thee Family.
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Third grade students do addition and subtrac-
tion problams with large numbers. They work
with fractions and decimals, and they start
learning how to do multiplication and division,

Ways to Help at Home

» While your child is completing routine tasks
(.9, getting ready for schaal], verbally quiz
imuTher on multiplication facts (eg, 4x6, 9231
Be sure tor keep it fun and pressune-free!

* Point out decimals in everyday life, such as
wxamining how the gallons and dollars change
weiiEm poul put 9as in your car.

* Show how we use fractions every day. Ask your
chilld to fill a glass half full or cut & sandwich inbs
fourths,

Your child may be leaming math very differently
frovi how you learned it Lef your child teach you
howr hesshe does math!

I¥ you or your child meed help with a math probiem
or skitl, visit khanecademy.ong. This website has
many excellent free online math videos,

Support Your Child

Third gradaers are leanning mary new
skills, and they may become frustrated at
times. If your child is feeling discowraged
o lr 4, provide encouragernent,
keep a positive attitede, and be available
1o help.

I you have concerns about your child's
progress, of If you are loeoking for more
warys b help build your child’s skills at
haeme, talk to your child™s teacher




Shaping Social Growth

Inthird grade, children are developing the
social skills they need to succeed in this

grade, and beyond.

Expressing Emotions
Students this age have lots of opiniens, and
they'ne likely to freely share them, Third graders
oy also get frustrated, or even be rude, wihen
things don't go thelr way.

Be patient. Don't retwn frustration with frustra-
tian, even if it's difficult at times. Try to talk your
child through tough situations.

Relating to Others

Third gradirs are swars that otherd hive opinions
about them, and they care about how they are
peerceived. This can motivate them to“do better,”
but [tcan also bead to peer pressure.

Talk to your child regularty about how things ane
going at schoal and with friends.

Building Self-Confidence
Third graders take pride in their work and like

1o be told they did a good job. However, its
sometimes difficult for them to accept less than
glowing fesdback.

Take every opportunity to thank your child for
bering helpful or doing a good job. And help
your child learn to accept both positive feedback
and constructive suggestions,

Growing Up: 3rd Grade

Your child will develop skills and grow in a
number of ways during this important year.

Physical
Thard graders ane full of energy, but they often
don’t krow when to stop and relax

Provide yaur child with an outlet for his'her ensrgy
(g, @ sport, gymnastics, martial arts). Alse, make
surg that your child gets the recommended 9-11
haurs of sleep each night.

Intellectual

Third gradiers ane imterested in leaming about the
weorld around them and about how things work.
Be prepared 1o field questions ranging from the
human body to hew certain technologies work.
If you don't know the answers: 1o your child's
quisstions, search far the answers iogether.

Emotional
Friends are wery important to third graders, and
they olten have & best lniend,

Children can sometimes be hurtful to others,

I your child expernences rejection or is leied—
listen, be supportive, and talk 1o your child about
how 10 best deal with the situsion,

“Tell me and | forget, teach me and | may
remember, Involve me and [ learn.”
Benjarmin Franklin
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